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(54) DISK DISCRIMINATION METHOD 

(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To correctly discriminate plural kinds of disks with 
different recording density by detecting a maximum period or a 
minimum period of a read signal and deciding the kinds of the disks 
according to the detected maximum period or minimum period. 
CONSTITUTION: A recording signal consisting of a pit line of a 
maximum peripheral track of the optical disk 1 is read by a pickup 3 to 
be binarized by a binarization circuit 5 through an RF amplifier 4. The 
maximum period in the reference number of revolution of the 
recording signal is detected by a maximum period detection circuit 8 
according to the changing output signal of the binarization circuit 5. 
The output value of the maximum period detected by the circuit 8 is 
compared with a reference maximum period value by a comparator 9. 
The compared result is supplied to a system controller 1 7. The 
controller 1 7 discriminates whether the optical disk 1 is a high density 
disk or a low density disk from the output signal of the comparator 9. 
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